Mersey and Weaver Fisheries Advisory Committee 17th January, 1979 by unknown
North 
West 
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F2/A29 10th January, 1979
To: Members of the Mersey and Weaver Fisheries 
Advisory Committee:
(Messrs. J.A. Bailey (Chairman);
F. Burgess; F. Egerton; A. Jones;
R. Newton; J.A. Shanahan; Dr. A.G. Kennedy Young;
Dr. M. Pugh Thomas; and the Chairman of the 
Authority (G. Mann); and the Chairman of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T.A.F. Barnes) (ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES'ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2,30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, 17TH JANUARY 1979, at 
DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully,
G.W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (enclosed herewith along with the 
Minutes of the Regional Advisory Committee meeting of
13th November, 1978),
3. Appointment of Mr. J.S. Bailey to Membership of the 
Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee.
4. Fisheries Income and Expenditure. (This item was the subject 
of a report to the meeting on 25th October, 1978, Agenda 
item No. 4; members are requested to bring their copy of the 
report to the meeting). 
5. Long Term Objectives for Inland River Water Quality (previously 
circulated; members are requested to bring their copy of the 
report to the meeting).
6. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
7. Any Other Business.
NOTE: Lunch will be served in the Members' Dining Room 
at approximately 1.00 p.m. The menu for the day 
is enclosed, and Members attending for lunch are 
asked to indicate their choice of main course to 
the officer on duty near the Members' Retiring Room.
F2/A30 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
17TH JANUARY 1979
APPOINTMENT OF MR. J . S .  BAILEY TO 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE REGIONAL 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
1 . F o l lo w in g  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  M r. B a i l e y  t o  s u c c e e d  t h e  l a t e  
M r. P.W. J e n n in g s  a s  C hairm an o f  t h i s  Com m ittee* a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
w ith  Mr. B a rn e s , th e  C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  a p p o in te d  Mr. J . S ,  
B a i le y  t o  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee a s  successor t o  Mr. 
J e n n in g s .
F2/A23 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
MERSEY AND WEAVER 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
17TH JANUARY 1979
REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1 . RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
R iv e r  l e v e l s  w ere g e n e r a l l y  low d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  Septem ber 
b u t lo n g  p e r io d s  o f  heavy  r a i n  to w ard s  th e  end o f  th e  month im proved 
c o n d i t io n s .  Good c a tc h e s  o f  m ir ro r  c a rp  w ere  r e p o r te d  from  th e  Ocean 
P o o l ,  W in s fo rd , and d u r in g  th e  se a so n  o v e r  one h u n d red  c a rp  w eigh ing  
101b . o r  m ote have  been  ta k e n  from  t h i s  w a te r .
A gain  in  O c to b e r r i v e r  l e v e l s  w ere low u n t i l  a b o u t th e  m id d le  o f  
th e  m onth when p ro lo n g e d  r a i n  in c r e a s e d  f lo w s . P ro b a b ly  a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  f a l l i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s  an d  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  a n g l i n g  p r e s s u r e , no 
o u t s ta n d in g  c a tc h e s  w ere r e p o r te d  d u r in g  th e  m onth .
W eather c o n d i t io n s  d u r in g  November w ere v a r i a b l e  ra n g in g  from  v e ry  
d r y  w i th  s e v e r e  f r o s t  t o  g a l e s  a n d  h e a v y  r a i n .  T h e s e  a d v e r s e  
c o n d i t io n s  d e te r r e d  a n g le r s ,  and w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  some c a rp  ta k e n  
from  th e  W in sfo rd  f l a s h e s ,  c a tc h e s  w ere v e ry  m o d e ra te .
2 . HATCHERIES
( i)  H o ll in g w o rth  H a tc h e ry
T ro u t f r y  h a tc h e d  in  1978 c o n tin u e d  t o  grow w e l l .  A t th e  
end o f  S ep tem b er, how ever, r a i n  c a u se d  a  b lo c k a g e  o f  th e  
i n l e t  s c r e e n s  due t o  an  a c c u m u la tio n  o f  le a v e s  and a s  a 
r e s u l t  2 0 ,0 0 0  ra inbow  t r o u t  f r y  d ie d .
D u r in g  N ovem ber a t o t a l  o f  3 8 ,0 0 0  o v a  ( 2 4 ,0 0 0  ra in b o w  
t r o u t  and 1 4 ,0 0 0  brown t r o u t )  w ere  l a i d  down in  th e  h a tc h e ry  
C a tc h e s  o f  a d u l t  f i s h  in  th e  t r a p  w ere v e ry  poor and brown 
t r o u t  o v a  h a d  t o  b e  o b t a i n e d  fro m  f i s h  c a u g h t  n e a r  t h e  
r e a r in g  c a g e s  in  th e  r e s e r v o i r .  The f i s h  in  th e  r e s e r v o i r  
a r e  i n  o n ly  a v e r a g e  c o n d i t i o n ,  an d  t h e  y i e l d  o f  o v a  i s  
p o o r . I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  t r o u t  in  t h i s  w a te r  do n o t  r ip e n  
f u l l y  u n t i l  th e  end  o f  November a t  th e  e a r l i e s t .
S to c k s  o f  t r o u t  p r e s e n t  h e ld  a t  H o ll in g w o rth  a r e ? -
£ S £ Rainbow Brown
0+ 1 5 ,0 0 0 9 ,0 0 0
i+ 4 ,5 0 0 1 ,5 0 0
24- 250 -
( i i )  P i l o t  C o a rse  F is h  R e a rin g  -  G re a t  Sankey
D uring  S ep tem ber th e  te n c h  f r y  w ere t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  2m. 
Sw edish  ta n k  from  th e  in c u b a to r  w here th e y  had  been  r e a r e d  
h i t h e r t o .  They a re  now a c h ie v in g  a g row th  r a t e  s im i la r  t o  
t h a t  o f  t h e  c a rp  f r y  w hich  w ere  b e in g  r e a r e d  in  th e  h a tc h e ry  
in  M arch , 1978 , b u t  th e y  a r e  o n ly  a b o u t one t h i r d  o f  th e  
w e ig h t o f  th o s e  f r y .
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The twenty fastest growing "wild" carp from the batch 
hatched in March 1978 have now reached an average weight of 
1 kg, and the males have been found to be fully ripe. 
"Wild" carp brood stock consisting of eight fish with 
weights in the range 1 to 2 kg were brought in from Bostock 
Hall Pool for use in a further breeding experiment.
During November, however, failure of a heater upset the 
process of hormone treatment of these carp, which are now 
being allowed to recondition, prior to a second attempt at 
treatment. In case this should prove unsuccessful, arrange­
ments have been made to obtain six mirror carp to use in 
their place.
During October, experimental work with two tank aeration 
systems continued, and it proved possible to support 35 kg. 
of "wild" carp in each of the tanks. This represents an 
increase in carrying capacity per tank of 10 kg. over what 
has hitherto been achieved.
(iii) Worthington Stock Pools
During October the sand filters were netted to assess 
the performance of the carp and tench held there. Rather 
poor growth rates were noted in both species of, fish, the 
main explanation being the inflow of cold reservoir water to 
top-up losses due to leaks.
3. STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS, ETC.
Considerable number of fish were introduced during the period 
September to November, 1978. These totalled as follows
Coarse Fish
Roach 29,000
Rudd 4,200
Perch 6,750
Crucian Carp 440
Mirror/Common Carp 9,800
Bream 5,240
Tench 2,560
Gudgeon 300
Dace 300
Chub 95
Non Migratory Trout
Brown Trout 650
Rainbow Trout 550
Full details of these stockings are attached as an Appendix to this 
report.
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4, STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY THE WATER AUTHORITY
(i) Supplied by the Water Authority:-
Rainbow Trout
Carp
Roach
530
4,445
700
(ii) Transferred from Angling Associations by the Water Authority
5, FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
During the period under review nine requests for advice on the 
following fisheries matters were received:-
6. POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND/OR FISH MORTALITIES
(i) On 12th September, 1978, several hundred mixed coarse 
fish were killed in the Rochdale Canal at Henshaw Lane 
Bridge, Failsworth. Investigation by the River Inspectors 
and Fishery Inspector revealed three quarters of a mile of 
canal was affected but chemical and biological samples taken 
at the time did not identify the cause of the mortality,
(ii) On 22nd September, 1978, several thousand bullheads were 
killed in the Poynton Brook at Poynton. No conclusive 
evidence of cause was determined although an intensive 
investigation was undertaken.
(iii) Fungal infections were reported on several roach in the 
St. Helens Canal at Newton-le-Willows on 13th October, 1978. 
Investigations by fisheries staff revealed that the fungal 
infection was due to damage caused by anglers handling the 
fish, the lesions then become infected with fungus.
(iv) On 5th October, 1978, approximately 200 mixed coarse fish 
of between 4-6 inches and 8-10 inches and several mixed 
coarse fish fry were killed in the Leeds-Liverpool Canal. 
No conclusive proof of the cause of the mortality was 
discovered despite thorough investigation.
(v) On 17th October, 1978, a further incidence of fungal 
infection on roach at Boggart Hole Clough was reported. 
Investigation by the biologists suggested that the infection 
was secondary due to damage to fish caused by heavy angling 
pressure.
Mixed Coarse 
Roach
29,000
6,500
Perch disease 
Pike control
Assessment of existing fish population 
Assessment with a view to improvement of fishery 
Fishery potential 
Removal of Brood Stock
1
1
2
3
1
I
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7. ROCK SALT STOCKS, MEADOW BANK, WINSFORD
Reference was made at the last meeting of the Committee (Minute No. 9) 
to the rock salt stock levels at Meadow Bank and whether it was now 
appropriate for the firm concerned to complete the work of surrounding 
the stock with a "moat" to intercept run-off thereby preventing direct 
flow to the River Weaver.
In 1975 the firm constructed soakaway systems between the rock salt 
stocks and adjacent road. The reason for constructing these soakaways 
was because of the heavy waterlogged ground. The construct ion of 
soakaways between the salt stocks and the River Weaver has been 
investigated but these would be ineffective in arresting salt drainage. 
to the river. The water table is approximately 0.5 metres below 
surface level and soakaways or "moats" would become fully saturated 
and flow would not be arrested.
The firm concerned have monitored the increase in chloride in the 
River Weaver due to salt drainage and report a 400 mgl increase in the 
section between Town Bridge and Bradford Mill. This results in a 
total figure of 800/1,000 ppm in the lower sections of the river and 
it is not anticipated that these chloride levels influence the fishery 
although there may be some localised effect. A biological survey of 
river conditions is to be carried out by the Authority and details 
will be reported to a future meeting of the Committee.
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
APPENDIX
17TH JANUARY 1979 
Item 3, Stocking and/or Re-stocking by Angling Associations, etc.
(i) Coarse Fish
Date Angling Association Receiving Water Species No. Size
7. 9,78 Newton Angling Assoc, Canal @ Earlestown Roach 1,500 6-8”
21. 9,78 A.G. Thompson Ornamental Pool @ Mirror Carp 100 6-8"
Bacup
17, 9,78 Associated Octel Clubs own water, Rudd 500 6"
Plumley Perch 500 6"
21, 9.78 Rochdale Angling Society Bottom Lodge No. 5 Mirror Carp 1,000 4-8"
17. 9.78 Barnton Angling Club Clubs own water at Rudd 300 2-6"
Anderton Roach 100 2-6"
Sept/Oct, Farnworth & District Blackleach, Whittle- N/A
Anglers brook,Dixon Green Res.
•1 H » It N/A
24, 9.78 Mr. Grainger, Marple Sandhill Lane Pool Mirror Carp 100 4-6"
Bridge Marple Bridge
24. 9.78 '20' Club, Marston Clubs own Pool,Marston Rudd 300 4-6"
24. 9.78 N.L.W. Anglers Swing Bridge @ Sankey/ (Roach 850)
St. Helens Canal (Rudd 850) 6-10"
(Bream 500)
(Perch . 20)
27, 9.78 Rochdale Angling S. Top Lodge No. 2 Roach 200 8-9"
25. 9.78 Belmont Fisheries Bryan Hey Reservoir Crucian Carp 30 h - l . lb
Roach 3.0 %-l lb
M/Common Carp* 1 3 lbs.
- Tench 12 2 lbs.
27. 9,78 Royal Doulton A.C. Old Hall Farm Pool Crucian Carp)
Whitefield Tench )
Roach ) mixed 4-10"
Mirror Carp ) approx •
24, 9.78 Warrington Anglers Bridgewater Canal Roach 5,720 4 oz
Perch 4,196 4 oz
Grey Mist Tench 115 2>5-5 lbs
2,10.78 City of Manchester Rec Sale Ees. Marina M. Carp 7,000 4-8"
Dept.
18.10.78 II It Crucian Carp 100 1-2 lbs.
- Tench 500 1-2 lbs.
15.10.78 Broughton Angling Club Simister Farm Pits Crucian
M/c Carp 30 10"
2.10.78 I.C.I. Runcorn Clubs own Water, c*rP 930 4-8".'-v'1.;:.... Sandymore kli.-.
3,10.78 G .  ^Rowlinson a Nantwich Private Pond Mirror Carp 100 6-8"
Roach 100
-5.id. 78 Nantwich Angling Soc, ft. Weaver between ; i- ’ '■i'tout - loo" 10-8
Ison Bridge & Roactt* ' 500 6-8"
- . 1. Batfiertoh Mill, Nant-^ D&ce 300 6-8"
wich Chub 70 >5 lb +
’-3.Xd.78 Belmont Fisheries Ltd. : " Bryan "Hey "Res. chub;"x';:'^';r;f 25 2*3 lb.
13.10.78 Mr. Grainger &ar£le Biridge Roach 400 6*8"
’S. 10.78 Parkdale Private Fishing Pafkfeit'Farjn, Black- Mirror Carp 200 2"
rod
15.10.78 Lymm Angling Club Mill Lodge, Newton Roach 100 6-8"
Hyde Mirror Carp 100 4-6"
Bream 100 4-6"
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Date Angling Association Receiving Water Species No. Size
22.10,78 Rochdale Met. Assoc', Rochdale Canal Roach 5,000
Anglers to 3"
10,000
25,10.78 Oldham & District A.A Ogden & Strinesdale Bream 500 8-9"
Res. (h  to each) Roach 300 8-9"
28,10,78 Star Angling Club Rixton Pool/Rixton Rudd 460 4-10",
Perch 37 4-l0"!
28,10,78 Lymm A «C. Lymm ale Rudd 500 h lb. >
9.11.78 Farrington Fisheries Farrington Pool Roach 1,500 4-6"
Leyland Crucian Carp 250 6-8"
, Common/Mirror Carp 50 1 lb
6,11.78 Mersey Valley Reg. Park Sale Water Park Tench 1,000 2-4"
6.11.78 British Salt Sports & Soc Railway Flash, Marton Tench 475 2-6"
Gudgeon ICO
11.11.78 Lymm A.C. Lymmvale Tench 150 4-9"
12.11.78 Mersey Valley Reg. Park Chorlton Water Park Rudd 1,200 7-10"
Roach 1,000 6-8"
11.11.78 Sale Water Park Tench 200 10" +
Perch 1,000 4-7"
Chorlton Water Park Perch 500 4-7"
11.11.78 Newhey & Dist. A.A. Coronation Lodge,
Newhey Perch 400 7-8"
18,11.78 Salford A.C. Pond, Nr. Astley Roach 500 2-4"
Green Carp 33 5-7"
19,11.78 Alkringtoh A.C. Clubs own water, M. Carp 100 1 lb.
Middleton Tench 80 1 lb.
23.11.78 Mersey Valley Reg. Park Sale Water Park Bream 1,000 6-8"
19.11.78 Disley & New Mills A.C. Birchdale Res. Bream 1,100 4-6"
26.11.78 Izaak Walton A.S. Taylors Hole, Leigh Common Carp 25-30 3-4"
Pennington Flash Leigh Roach)
Perch) 300 3"
Rudd )
25.11.78 A. Wood, Kelsall 18 acre Lake @ Marley Bronze Bream 2,041 4-6"
Tiles, Delamere Gudgeon 200 3-4"
30.11 .78 Mersey Valley Reg, Park Sale Water Park Roach 5,000 3-6"
2,500 6-8"
1,000 8-10"
(ii) Non-Migratory Trout;
Date Angling Association Receiving Water Trout Size
B. R.
16. 9.78 Mr. K.J. Arniitage, Private Lake 50 14-16"
Tarporley
14.10.78 Chesckley Brook F.C. Ponds @ Blackenhall
‘ f area 500 9--11"
15.10.78 Broughton .A. C . Ashenhurst Res. 150 11-13"
29. 1.78 Davenham A.C. Stone Bridge,
Davenham 500 9 - 11"
I
